Foreword

It is our pleasure to introduce the 21* edition of the Health Statistics for the year 2001. In this
regard, we would like to highlight The Ministry of Health major achievements during that year.
One of these major achievements was the World Health Organization Certificate that added the
Kingdom of Bahrain to the list of countries that succeeded in eradicating poliomyelitis. This
remarkable accomplishment was due to the continuous efforts toward expanding the immunization
and health services coverage and accessibility in Bahrain. Also, 2001 witnessed more
improvements in key health indicators. Life expectancy at birth has reached 73.8 years, children
immunization coverage against infectious diseases reached 99% and infant mortality rate was 8.7
per 1000 live births.

Primary Health Care continued working towards improving services in the context of two major
dimensions, quantity and quality. Muharraq Health Center is now providing services on a 24-hour
basis since April, 2001. A new center Mohammed Bin Jassim Kanoo Health Center was
inaugurated in Hamad Town in December of the same year. The new center will serve a
population of 32,000 population. Furthermore, dedicated diabetic clinics became operational in
many health centers to cater for the diabetic patients, especially the elderly ones. These
developments emphasize the continuous efforts of the Ministry of Health to provide accessible
services to all residents in the Kingdom of Bahrain.

Secondary and Tertiary Care services have shown major improvements in 2001, particularly in the
areas of diagnostic radiography and ultrasound with the introduction of new equipment and
advanced technology. This will show its positive impact on diagnostic capabilities at Salmaniya
Medical Complex. Furthermore, pathology services have shown significant development, with
many of the laboratory tests that were being sent abroad are now being conducted at the
department in Bahrain. In addition, the networking of computers in Salmaniya Medical Complex
laboratory, health centers and public health laboratory was completed in 2001, to ease access to
results regardless of location.

Our challenge is to provide sustainable, high standard health services with the available resources.
The Ministry of Health realizes the importance of information technology in this endeavor.
Accordingly, the Ministry has initiated, in 2000, its strategic plan to upgrade the Health
Information Services in order to strengthen and support the decision-makers to provide the best
services at a reasonable cost.

The Ministry of Health will continue to work towards achieving high quality care to all residents
of the Kingdom through developing effective health policies, plans and collaborative efforts with
all healthcare providers.

We would like to thank all health workers in the government and non-government sectors for their
devotion, hard work and determination, and wish them continuous prosperity and development.

Dr. Faisal Radhi Al Musawi
Minister of Health
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